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?[:HftMGES Vri Order Likely? Srys Bergen 
?By HiCHBEL J. SHIFFEN 

ifissociRTED Press Writer . ^ 

L^RS’HlNuTOH (fi?) “ pRESIDENTIfiL EPOKESMfiN DRVID BeRGEH SBID lUESDfiY 

K3GHT HE EXPECTS THE ReRGAN fiDHINISTRftTIOH TD CHANGE R DRRFT 
PRESIDENTIfiL ORDER THfiT WOULD NfiKE IT EfiSIER FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO 

KEEP DOCUMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC. 

RNTIClPfiTE THERE WILL BE SOME EDITING. IHIS IS SjILL UNDcn. 

REVIEW fiT THE ^IhITE HoUSE?** SftID GeRGEN IN RESPON^ TO OUESTIONS 
AFTER HE PfiRTICIPfiTED IN fi OEBfiTE fiT THE NfiTIONftL pRtSS ClUd. 

Bergen’s REtifiRKs? coupled with r speech by presidential counselor 
EdW?N HeESE hi last week? indicated that the ADMINISTRATION MAY BE 
PULLING BACK FROM ITS EARLIER PROPOSALS DESIGNED TO MAKE IT EASIER FOR 
OFFICIALS TO STAMP DOCUMENTS *H0P SeCRET” OR ‘‘SeCRET” OR 
* *CONFIOENTIfiL. ” rtfpp-- r-tr -TLie 

In early February the administration sent fi iHiRO ''• * * -» 

.PROPSOED PRESIDENTIfiL ORDER TO CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES THEIR 

advice. The proposed order? which does not NEEO CONGRESSaOnnL 
approval? made three major changes to expand the use of secrecy 

STAMPS, 

The proposed order would have eliminated a reouirement that 
officials balance national security interests against the public 5 

RIGHT to KNOW. It WOULD HAVE REQUIRED THAT THE HIGHEST CLASSIFICATION? 
RATHER THAN THE LOWEST OR NONE AT ALL? BE PUT ON DOCUMENTS WHERE 
THERE WAS DOUBT AS TO WHAT THE CLRSSFI Cl ATION SHOULD BE. RnO IT WOULD 
HAVE HADE IT EfiSIER TO APPLY THE “CONFIDENTIAL” STAMP BY 
ELIMINATING fi REQUIREMENT THAT DAMAGE TO THE NATIONAL SECURITY FROM 
RELEASE OF THE DOCUMENT BE ** IDENTIFIABLE, 

If Reagan sighs the order it would replace one issued by President 
Carter in 1978. 

Gergeh said the early February draft has not final, “ld u.ees^) rnu 
<NRTION fiL security ADVISER) BiLL (ClRRK) ARE GOING TO HfiVE TO LOOK fiT 
THIS DRRFT IN LIGHT OF THE RLLE6ATI0NS THfiT HfiVE BEEN MADE? BERGEN 

»• 

"SoME Democrats in Congress have labelled the draft r “ELfiNK check” 
TO expand secrecy in government. But last week reese told the 
Hrtional Newspaper Rssocirtiom the Hhite House is trying to decrease 

THE NUMBER OF CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS TO THOSE THAT fiRE fiCTURLLY VITAL 
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